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MESSAGE. 


GENTLEMEN oF THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY :— 


During my short residence in this country, I have visited six 
of the nine counties, which compose this Territory ; and I have 
endeavored, by every means within my reach, to gain some 
knowledge, of the condition of the people. 

It cannot be denied, that the first aspect of things, ін this 
Territory, is discouraging. 

We are very distant, from the States,—difficult of access,— 
and surrounded by barbarians, of doubtful faith. The face of 
the..country is mountainous, and of great elevation,—with an 
appearance of sterility, from a scarcity of water. (See note A, 
Appendix.) ۰ The population, which does not much exceed 
60,000 souls, is widely scattered, through distant vallies,—over 
an area во immense, that 20 companies of U. S. troops, are in- 
sufficient for its protection, against Indians; апа your own 
people are so badly armed, that they cannot protect their own 
property from depredation, Agriculture and stock-raising, the 
two great interests of the Territory, are depressed,—for the want 
of a certain market, for the produce of the soil,—and for the 
want of protection, for flocks-and herds. Your mines are nearly 
abandoned, and their products, {gold and silver excepted,) will 
not bear the transportation to market. Your high-ways are in - 
a.bad- condition; and the school-master, (an indispensable func- 
tignary, in a -popular government,) is rarely seen amongst 
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The country is over-run, with Red and White thieves and‏ 
robbers, Your prisons are insecure, and no аро riation has‏ 

yet been madè, by Congress, for a Territorial Penitentiary. 
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Your ancient laws and usages, (which were based upon the 
principles of the civil law,) have been suddenly overthrown, and 
а crude mass of new laws, (founded upon the principles of the 
common law,) have been substituted ; and these imperfect laws, 
are imperfectly administered. 

Your Revenue Laws are so defective, that sufficient funds are 
not provided, for the ordinary purposes of Government. There 
are sixteen communities, of civilized Indians, scattered through 
your settlements, each governed by its own laws. administered 
after its own manner, and each claiming exemption, from the 
operation of all the civil regulations of the Territory —present- 
ing the anomaly, of an imperium in imperio, or rather, a series 
of such anomalies. (бее note В.) 

Business amongst you languishes, and much discontent pre- 
vails; indeed, a feeling of insecurity and uncertainty, about the 
future, is felt by many persons. And to crown all, unreason- , 
able jealousies and bickerings exist, between the natives of the 
country, and the immigrants. 

These discouragements, would be appalling, were it not evi- 
dent to every reflecting mind, that all these difficulties, are 
either temporary, or removable by proper exertions. I consider 
the Territory to be now, at its lowest point of depression, and 
feel assured, that Рвоутрехсе has a brilliant future, in store for 
her, ifshe will be faithful, to her own interests. 

Let us now bring into view, some of the sources, from which 
public and private prosperity, may be expected to flow. Your 
country is one of the very healthiest, on the globe. Your agri- 
cultural products are various,—your soil rewards labor abun- 
dantly, and your tillable lands may be increased, perhaps, more 
than a thousand-fold, by improved acequias, and by tanques. 
Besides, at a cost within your reach, your acequias may be 
carried upon higher levels, and enlarged into canals,—thereby 
affording water for irrigation,—water-power for machinery, and 
high-ways for commerce. (Sée note С.) The scarcity of water, 
із more apparent, than real; for excellent well-water has been . 
invariable found, in the vallies, at depths from 15 to 50 feet; 
and І am much mistaken, if good well-water cannot be pro- 
cured, at practicable depths, even проп the Jornada del Muerto, 
land al the Mesas,—including that extraordinary Table-land, 
the Llano Esiacado. Our enterprising fellow-citizen, SEÑOR 
Dox Jesvs ре Loya, is, unaided, making the experiment of an 
Artesian well, in the vicinity of this city,—and ought to be 
assisted, in his enterprize, by the Government; for if his ex- 
periment should be successful, who can estimate the benefits, 
from it, to the whole Territory ? 

Your facilities for stock-raising, are unequalled; and a well- 
organized Volunteer Militia force, will protect your stock, from: 
Jed thieves ; and a penitentiary, will rid you, of White thieves. 
Your rich mines, of gold, silver, copper, lead, and iron, and 
your abundant supply of common salt, coal, gypsum, marble, 
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nitre, and soda, only require time, capital, and industry,—with 
good roads,—to make them available, as great sources of public 
and private wealth. (See note D.) 

From public and private necessity, this Continent must soon 
be crossed, from east to west, by rail-roads and telegraphic lines 
and, in all probability, one, or more, of these rail-roads an 
telegraphic lines, will traverse New Mexico. And when they 
do, what a mighty change will be the resnlt! In the mean 
time, caravansaries, or station-houses, a day’s journey apart, 
upon all the great roads, leading to this Territory, would afford 
us, & comparatively safe, cheap, and rapid means of communi- 
cation, with neighboring States and Territories, with correspon- 
ding beneficial results. And as for our crude laws, and imper- 
fect administration of them, our bad roads, our want of schools, 
and our difficulties with the Indians, time, perseverance, mutual 
forbearance, and the exercise of wisdom and justice, will as- 
suredly correct all these evils. 

Having thus taken a hasty glance, at the actual and prospec- 
tive state of things, in this Territory, allow me to call the atten- 
tion of the Legislative Assembly, to some subjects which 
demand Legislative action, in order that the public good may 
be promoted. 

The whole body of the Laws, of this Territory, needs revision 
and amendment, besides extension to objects, now unprovided for; 
but a task of so great magnitude, cannot be well performed, in 
the short space of 40 days, the time allotted for your session. 
To legislate hastily, would be to legislate improvidently ; and 
thus to add another chapter, to the sad History of New Mexican 
Legislation. 

All you can effect, for good, at this time, will be, to correct 
glaring defects, in the existing laws, and to enact some new 
provisions, to enable officers, who are charged with the execu- 
tion of the laws, to discharge their respective duties, with more 
advantage to the public. | 

The Criminal Laws need your attention. The tardy execu- 
tion of these Laws, and the insecurity of the jails, cause great 
expense to the counties, and afford ample opportunities for the 
escape of criminals. For remedy of these things, I suggest, that 
the jurisdiction of the Alcalde’s courts may be extended, so as 
to give them jurisdiction, for the trial and punishment of all 
larcenies, and all disturbances of the peace. And that the 
notice, for the holding of a special term, of the Circuit Court, 
for the trial of criminal cases, may be reduced, from 30 to 10 
days, at the discretion of the Judge. 

From information derived from various sources, І am induced 
to believe, that there have been instances, in different parts о“ 


سے > 


the Territory, of gross neglect of official duty, and of malfeasan:. ۰ 


in office. To correct this state of things, legal provision should 
be made, for the adequate punishment, of all such offenders. 

І also respectfully suggest, for your consideration, whether it 
would not be productive of a more prompt and efficient discharge 
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of. official duty, if authority were given to the executive, to dis- 
miss, at his discretion, all delinquent and unfaithful officers, 
from Prefect and Sheriff down to ап Alguacil; and to fill the 
vacancics, thus created,—until the next session of the Legista- 
ture,—at which time а nomination, for the remaining time, 
(until the next gencral election.) might be made to the Legisla- 
tive Council. 

The actual condition of the country, in my humble judgment, 
demands some such provision to coerce a faithful discharge of 
public duty ; but as this condition of the country will be tem- 
porary, the time, for the operation of the act, should be limited. 

І advise, that the Election Law be amended, so as to allow 
the Alcaldes and Alguaciles, to be elected by their respective 
precincts, and not by the whole county, by general ticket. 

The 37th section of the Election Law, affixes the same pun- 
ishment to a venal offence, that it affies to crimes of great tur- 

itude. This is manifestly wrong, and requires your attention. 
he 47th section also needs amendment, as it requires the per- 
formance of an impossibility. 

The Revenue Laws need revision and amendment, so as to 
impose a small tax, upon property or income, as you, in your 
wisdom, may judge to be most advisable, for the support of the 
necessary expenditures of the Government of the Territory. 
The revenue is derived, at this time, almost exclusively, from 
taxes on the trading classes. This is unjust, as the burden of 
the Territory, ought to be borne, by all the citizens of the Ter- 
ritory, according to their amount of property, or income. 

І submit the Auditor’s and Treasurers Report, with the 
suggestions, which they have made. ۳ 

I recommend the repeal of the law which authorizes the licen- 
sing of gambling Houses. And that the property of the poor, 
shall be exempt from taxation : and also, that the wearing appar- 
el, and a certain amount of houschold property, which is indis- 
pensable to the support of the family of the debtor, shall be ex- 
emt from sale, under execution, for all debts that may be hereaf- 
ter created. 

І also recommend that all counties that may be greatly in 
debt, shall be authorized to fund their debts, so that they may 
pay their current expenses in cash, instead of warrants, by which 
there would be a great saving of expense to the counties. 

The Militia Law needs amendment, so as to allow the forma- 
tion of Volunteer Companies throughout the Territory,—the offi- 
cers to be appointed by the Executive, and to hold their commis- 
sions during his pleasure. The office of Quarter-Master-General 
ought to be created, and the duties of that office defined.—And 
provision should be made, by law, for the safe-keeping of the 
arms and ammunition of the Territory, whenever a supply shall 
be received. The 38th, 39th, and 40th sections of the same Jaw, 
as far as they sanction the distribution of all property which may 
be taken from Indian enemies, ought to be repealed, and salvage 
allowed, for property which may be re-taken from the Indians. 
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From the first settlement of this country, by Don Juan Oñate, 
in the year 1595, to the time of the successful invasion of Gen. 
Kearny, in the year 1846,—an суеп ш period of 251 years, the 
inhabitants of this Territory and the neighboring tribes of Indi- 
ans, have mutually plundered each other ; and each has reaped 
the bitter fruits of this barbarous policy. Whenever any por- 
tion of the Militia of this Territory shall be legally called into 
the public service, they will be entitled to receive pay for their 
services, out of the Treasury of the United States, and need not 
resort to plunder for compensation ; and whenever any person 
shall be disabled, in the Military service of the Territory, he will 
be entitled to a pension from the U. ۰ 

The roads are, every where, ina bad condition, and I imag- 
ine that the Road-Law needs revision. І commit Ње whole sub- 
ject to your better judgment. 

The boundaries of some of the Counties are not only inaccu- 
rately defined, but include large tracts of country which are oc- 
cupied by Indians, which for municipal purposes, ought to be 
set aside as Indian country. І pray you to correct, this evil, and 
to impose penalties on all persons who may sell intoxicating liq- 
ors to Indians, or to soldiers of the U. S. Army, and upon all 
those who may buy soldiers’ clothing, or their arms and ac- 
coutrements. 

І has been suggested to me, that the public good ‘would be 
promoted by making a new County out of that portion of coun- 
try east of the mountain range, which includes the Moro and 
other valleys. І am not sufficiently well informed upon the sub- 
ject, to enable me to form an opinion as to the expediency 
of the proposed measure,—lI therefore lean upon your judgment 
in the matter. i 

Much complaint has been made, of the interruption. of the cit- 
zens of this Territory, in the exercise of their ancient privilege, 
to hunt the buffalo on the plains, whereby, in many instances, 
families are deprived of necessary food. The subject will be laid 
before the Department at Washington, by the next mail. 

It has been the custom to pass the laws of the Assembly: in, 
both the English and Spanish languages, and it not unfrequent- 
ly happens, that there are material discrepancies in.the two cop- 
ies-of the same law. 

The English language is the language ofall the Departments of 
the Government of the U. S., and in my opinion ought to be the 
language, in which the laws of the Territory should be enacted. 
But, .as it may be considered a question of mere expediency, 1 
leave the question, whether the laws should be passed in Eng- 
lish or Spanish, to be decided by you alone. Adopt whichever 
language you please, and 1 will be content, but I protest in ad- 
vance, against the laws being passed, as heretofore, in dupli- 
cate. | ' 

T respectfully recommend that the Congress of the United 
States shall be Memorialized upon the following subjects : 

1. For a supply of arms and ammunition for this Territory, 


to be distributed and kept in safe depdts, во ав to be available 
to all our citizens, for the defense of their property against Indi- 
an invasion. And for an appropriation of money for the imme- 
diate payment of detachments of Militia, of the Territory, when- 
ever called into actual field service, according to law. 

2. That Public Roads may be established, by law from this 
Territory, to Missouri, Arkansas, Texas, California and Utah, 
with a suitable width of land on each side of the road—say 24 
miles, (see Note E, ) and that permission be given to settlers to 
locate any where upon the road, (see Note F,) and for an appro- 
priation for caravansarics, or station-houses, (see Note G,) upon 
the Road to Missouri, 40 or 45 miles apart, to be kept by two or 
more citizens, who shall be married, and who shall furnish all 
travellers with shelter, (for man and beast.) and good water and 
fuel, gratis—and other necessaries, if practicable, for pay. These 
station-houses might be simple and inexpensive structures, and 
so contrived as to be easily defended against the Indians. And 
as for water, I am very sure it can always be procured at a depth 
not to exceed 80 feet, and generally at less than half that depth. 
The mesas, or table lands, which commence, on the old road, 
(as you come West,) where you leave the valley of the Cimar- 
ron,—invariably rest upon strata of sand stone, calcareous form- 
ation, or volcanic rock—nearly horizontal—with a covering of 
earth, no where, (that I have seen.)of more than 75 feet in depth; 
and above this rocky table, no doubt, water can be found. In 
the valley of the Cimarron, water is to be found, in the quick- 
sand, at from 1 to 5 feet; and upon the Jornada, (of 56 miles in 
extent,) between the Arkansas and the Cimarron, І venture the 
conjecture, that a quick-sand, abounding in water, may be reach- 
ed at a depth under 80 feet. (See Note Н.) <Aubry’s route 
does not much increase the distance, and affords abundance of 
water and wood. 

3. That the present monthly mail to Missouri, may be made 
bi-monthly, and weekly, as soon as station-houses shall be loca- 
ted.—Also, that we may have a monthly mail to Arkansas, Tex- 
as, California and Utah. 

4. For an appropriation to build a Pentrentiary for the Ter- 
ritory, and for an increase of the appropriation to build a State- 
House. Also for a transfer of the “Palace” grounds, from the 
U. States to this Territory. 

5. To the appointment of a Board of Land Commissioners, 
and a Surveyor General, for this Territory. For an appropria- 
tion to defray the expense of copying the Archives of the Terri- 
tory into well bound books, and for a geological survey of the 
Territory. (See Note I) 

6. For the grant of money for a Common-School fund, the dona- 
tions of land being unavailable, for the present. And for the 
grant of a sum of money, for the temporary improvement of our 
Common Roads. 


7. For a Rail-Road survey, from Missouri, through N. Mexi- 


co, to the Pacific, upon a line that will not cross a single moun- 
tain, and that will never be impeded by snows. (See ‘Note К.) 

7. For an appropriation for two Artesian Wells, one upon а 
mesa of undisturbed strata, and the other at the Gold Placer, 
where the strata have been disturbed,—and a further appropri- 
ation for three common wells upon the Jornada del Muerto. 
(See Note L.) 

8. To have the Eastern boundary of the Territory, and_the 
Southern boundary, as far as the Rio Grande, run and marked, 
and to fix the boundaries for the Indian tribes, in this Territory. 

9. For an appropriation to feed those of our Indians who are 
reduded to the necessity of stealing or starving, until they may 
be able to subsist themselves by honest means, and to locate 
them in permanent camps, or villages, and to coerce them to a- 
dopt pastoral or agricultural habits. Indians have no more right 
to be vagrants (and vagrants they have been for ages,) than 
white men. And the idea, that an Indian cannot be coerced, 
as well as a white man, is absurd. I am in favor of treating 
Indians kindly when they behave well, and whipping them 
soundly, when they misbehave ; and the mode of whipping them 
тА very apparent at no great cost or trouble, if the right way is 
adopted. 

10. For an appropriation to remove all the roving Indians in 
the Territory, east of the Rio Grande, to the Gila country, or 
locate them in Pueblos or stationary camps, so that they may be 
controlled and civilized. Ido not believe that all the Indians 
that roam over this immense country, amount to over 6000 souls 

Gentlemen: in a late communication to the War Depart- 
ment, I have said that New Mexico was not so much a conquer- 
ed Province, as a community that had voluntarily annexed it- 
self to the United States,—that you had surrendered to the in- 
vading force without a gun being fired on either side, while the 
force was insufficient for conquest, had not annexation been ac- 
ceptable to you. I have also stated that you have been disap- 
pointed in your high expectations of advantage from annexa- 
, tion, and that the laws and legal usages, which have been in- 
troduced from the States, are, in many particulars, unsuited to 
the present condition of the people of New Mexico, and that dis- 
content is more or less prevalent. І 

I did not-speak of your great losses of property by Indian de- 
predations, since the time of annexation, but I spoke of the pres- 
ent insecurity of property, from Indian depredations, and 1 ad- 
mitted that all the causes of discozitent might, perchance, cause 
‘some disturbances of the peace in some particular places, but 1 
expressed the confident opinion, that the great mass of the peo- 
ple were, and would continue to be, faith al to their allegiance 
to the U. States, under all trials ; and that the idea of a revolu- 
tion, was a chimera of heated imaginations only. These opin- 
ions, 1 am persuaded, will be fully endorsed by you all. 

Та conclusion, Gentlemen, let me admonish the people of the 
whole Territory, of the necessity of a harmonious co-operation 
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between the natives of the country and strangers, in all matters 
affecting the public welfare—as a common destiny, for good or 
tor evil, awaits all alike—whether the parent stock be Castillian 
or Anglo-Saxon. 

I also urge upon all, to learn the English language, and to ad- 
opt all the customs of the U. States, that are suitable and proper 
for this country. But I do not advise them to change any of 
their beneficial or praise-worthy customs, nor do I advise them 
to forget their parent stock, and the proud recollections that clus- 
ter around Castillian history. I do not advise them to disuse their 
beautiful language—to lay aside their dignified manners, and 
punctilious attention to the proprieties of social life. And I sin- 
cerely hope, that the profound deference that is now paid to pa- 
rents by their children, and the great respect that is paid to age, 
by the young, will undergo no change. But let the people of 
New Mexico obey the obvious dictate of common sense, embark 
upon the Anglo-Saxon wave which is now rolling from East to 
West, across the Continent, and ultimately prosper, instead of 
attempting to resist it, and perish. These, Gentlemen, are the 
alternatives which are now before the people of New Mexico. 

Finally, Gentlemen, you may rely upon my cordial co-opera- 
tion, in all measures which you, in your wisdom, may deem to. 
be essential to the welfare of the people. 


APPENDIX. 


Nore А. 


The valley of Santa Fe is estimated to be 7047 feet, above the sea, and the 
neighboring mountains rise some 3000 feet above the valley, and are snow-capped 
nearly the whole year round. 


Note В. 


These Pueblo Indians speak 4 different Indian languages. Many of them 
also speak Spanish. 


Nore С. 


The annual fall of rain, in Santa Fe valley, is said to be less than 1 foot ; and 
Jong seasons of drought are exverienced. During the year 1851, there was no 
rain for 10 months. Much more rain falls on the mountains, and hence the 
mountains are covered with grass and timber. 

The limited quantity of rain that falls, makes irrigation indispensable to the 
cultivation of the soul. 


Nore D. 


The Placer gold mine alone, although imperfectly explored, and rudely 
worked, with the scanty supply of water, which was transperted up the moun- 
tain on the backs of asses, is said to have yielded, in the year 1845, more than 
half a million of dollars. 


Nore E. 


None of the roads leading to this Territory, have been established by law; 
and yet there is the same right to legalize the establishment of a High-way in 
the Indian country, as elsewhere; and the United States has the right to take, 
at a fair valuation, all the land fhat may be necessary for high-ways, without 
consulting the Indians. | 


کک 
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Norr Е. 


The proposition to locate settlers un the road, is distinct from the proposition 
to locate station-houses. In my opinion, the safety and convenience of travel- 
lers demand settlements upon all roads through the Indian country, from one 
extremity to the other. 


Nore G. 

The Government of the United States, within the last few months, has sus- 
tained a loss, of nearly 200 horses and mules, upon the plains. The sum of 
money expended for this stock, would have built the whole пе of station- 
houses; and after these shall be built, no such wholesale losses will ever occur. 
But the danger upon the plains is greatest in the winters and the horrors of a 
winter-storm, must be witnessed to be realized. f 

(See the accompanying letter from Col. J. L. Collins.) 


Nore ۰ 


The waters of the Cimarron sink into the sand, as soon as they reach the 
plains. The valley of this stream (if stream it may be called) із from 3 to 4 miles 
in width, and is bounded by low hills. The ancient bed of the stream is covered 
with grass and rushes, with small pools ог clear water, many miles apart. You 
reach water in this old bed, under 2 teet—in the valley under 5 feet. 

Much of the water of the Arkansas and other streams, sinks. The im- 
mense quick-sands thus formed, if penetrated by wells, would, no doubt, afford 
an abundant supply of good water; and che winds, which are strong and con- 
stant in this region, might be made available, for raising the water from the 


deepest wells. 


Nore I. 


A geological survey of the Territory, would add an interesting chapter to 
science; and might assist in developing the resources of the country. In ad- 
dition to the valuable metals named, we have quicksilver and anthracite, as well 


as bitumenous coal. 


Nore К. 


I speak from personal observation, of the face of the country, from Missouri 
to the Rio del Norte; and from reliable information, from thence to the Pacific. 
The statements of others are relied upon, upor the subject of snow. 


Nore L. 


The United States is the great Jand-holder of this Territory, and a supply of 
water, from any source, would increase the value of the public lands, in propor- 
tion to the supply of water. But higher claims than those of mere pecuniary 
interest—those of humanity—demand the creation of wells upon the Jornada del 
Muerts,—a stretch of 90 miles without water. Even barbarous nations creste 
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public wells and cisterns; and I would ask, in what way can benevolence be 
better displayed, than in supplying water to man and beast, suffering or perish- 
ing from thirst? А fountain in a desert, is an enduring benefit to the rich and 
the poor, and to man and beast. Who would not be proud to identify his name 
with a fountain, like Jacob’s Well in Syria? 


SANTA FE, N. М. 


DECEMBER 10, 1952. 
Dear Sm: j 


In answer to your inquiry on the subject of the practicability of a winter 
trip across the plains, from the frontier of Missouri to New Mexico, I have to 
„вау, that my acquaintance with the route іп question commenced іп the year 
“14827. Previous to that date, I believe but one attempt was made to cross the 
plains in the winter, and that was in the year 1824 or 1825, by a small party 
from St. Louis, at the head of which was Messrs. Faulkner and Anderson. 
They reached a point on the Arkansas River, near Chotea’us Island, when they 


were met by а heavy fall of snow, in which nearly all their horses and mules , 


perished, and they were compelled to winter on an island that has since been 
known as “Log Island,” from the quantity of timber cut for the subsistence of 
the few remaining animals, and to shelter the men from the storm. 

After this, it was for a number of years deemed impracticable to attempt the 
trip in the winter, but since the rout has become better known, it has been fre» 
quently travelled, often, however, resulting in great destruction of property, and 
not unfrequently of human life. In the month of December, 1841, Don Manuel 
Alvarez, an experienced and enterprising traveller, with a small party, was 
caught in a snow-storm, on Cotton-wood Creek, near Council Grove. Ina few 
hours, two men and all his mules were frozen to death, and the snow drifted in 
such torrents as to extinguish the fres іп а very few minutes. АП hope seemed 
to be at once shut out from the party; everything of life around them had 
perished, and they themselves seemed fast sinking into an everlasting sleep 
Two of the number, the stoutest among them, had sunk to rise no more, and the 
remainder would unquestionably have shared the same fate but for the energy 
of Мг. Alvarez himself, who, by absolutely driving the men into motion, was еп- 
abled to keep them alive until the storm had abated. Many of them, however, 
were badly frozen. 

Few scenes have been presented to the view of men, more terrific than the 
one encountered by this little party on that dreadfnl night. 

About the same period another party under the charge of Don Antonio Rou- 
bidoux, met а snow-storm at the same place. They lost іп one night over 400 
mules and horses, and one or two men, and narrowly ао the loss of their 
entire party. 

In 1844, Dr. H. Connelly and Mr. Spyre, as early in the season as the 12th of 
October, encountered a storm near the Arkansas River, in which a number of 
mules perished, and the remainder were only’ saved by running them into the 
timber on the river, a distance of some 15 miles. 

The same party, a few days subsequently, met a second storm, on the Cimar- 
ron, in which they lost in one night over 300 mules, and were compelled to re- 
main until mules were sent from Santa Fe to their relief. 

In 1848, Messrs. Waldo, McCoy & Co., Government freighters, on their re- 
twn trip to Missouri lost nearly all their cattle, amounting to 8 ог 9 hundred 
head. The wagons were left on the plains until spring. 

In 1849, Messrs. Brown, Russell and Co., in crossing the Jornada from the 
Arkansas to the Cimarron, with a train of some twenty wagons, were overtaken 


14 


ғ 


a > ۳ ۰ А 
by а storm of snow anf sleel accompanied with а terrific wind. The men re- 


‘treated to their covered wagons, leaving the cattle to wander whither they 
` would; but they instinctively kept within the inclosure formed by the wagons; 
` they perished, however, іп a few hours. 


‘The snow drifted into the wagons through every crevice until they were filled 
nearly to the tops of the bows; this fortunately sheltered the men beneath from 
the piercing cold without. Two of the men ventured, about day light, to get out 
of their wagon for the purpose of kindling a fire, but ina few minutes became 
so stiffened with the intense cold, that they were unable to get into their wagon 
again without assistance. The others prudently kept beneath their blankets and 
canopy of snow during the whole day and succeeding night, not venturing to 
change their position, wisely determining to endure the pangs of hunger rather 
than run the risk of sharing the same fate of their unfortunate animals. 

On the second day the storm abated, though the cold was still intense. They 
ventured from their coverts to look upon the sad wreck of life around them, and 
to think upon the awful condition in which they were placed—a condition which 
none can realize but those who have experienced it. Hundreds cf miles from 
auy civilized habitation, in the mid-t of a desert waste producing not a stick of 
timber in a range of many miles, and no anitnal left, they seemed to be shut up 
by an inexorable destiny. 

“One consolation was Jeft them, the train was loaded with provisions, апа they 
could use the wagons foi fuel. But for this, they must all soon have perished و‎ 
they were, however. enabled thus to sustain themselves until succor arrived in 
the spring. `: 

In 1850, the same company with a large train of wagons with Government 
freight encountered a snow-storm between this place and San Miguel, in which 
they lost over a thousand head of cattle. For this loss they have a claim now 
pending before the Congress of the United States. 

In the year 1851 the Cotton-wood creek was again the scene of a terrible de- 
struction of life. A Government train that had been statted to the States by 
Col. Sumner, was overtaken by one of those destructive storms so frequently 
met with at that ill-fated spots ina single night nearly three hundred mules 
perished ; опе man was also Jost, and several others badly frozen. In the 
same storm, the party in charge of the mail lost all their animals near Fort 
Atkinson, but were fortunately picked up by a train that had been more fortu- 
nate than themselves, and brought on to the Fort. 

Other losses of life and property could be 1eciled if it were deemed neces- 
sary, nd to this T could also add а detail of the destruction of the lives and 
property of our fellow-citizens by the marauding savage tribes that have in- 
fested the ront for the last thirty years, that would astonish the minds of the 
public, that the attention of the Government had not long since been directed to 
the subject. 

Trusting that the representations of your Excellency may arrest the imme- 
diate attention of Congress, to the end that further and more ample protection 
may be given to this rout, not only against the depredations of the Indians, but 
against the mclemency cf the seasons, 

T remain 
With high consideration, 
Your ob’t sery’t, 


А J, T. COLLINS. 
His Excellency Wa. Carr Liar, 


Gor. of Ter. of N. М. 


